Prostaglandin biosynthesis is not affected by the anti-inflammatory effect of turpentine.
In turpentine-pretreated rats, the development of carrageenan induced oedema is reduced, while dextran and PGE2-induced oedemas are not influenced. In these pretreated rats, carrageenan oedema is potentiated by arachidonic acid, the hypotensive effect of arachidonic acid is not decreased and the production of malonaldehyde by platelets is not inhibited. Thus, the reduction of carrageenan oedema in turpentine treated-rats does not appear to depend on an endogenous PG synthesis inhibition, while plasma level of acute phase reactants is greatly increased.